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*Optional ending.

Jesus Christ Is Lord
Based on Philippians 2:6–11 Ken Canedo

Choral arrangement by Craig Kingsbury
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Jesus Christ Is Lord

Composer Notes
One of the earliest recorded hymns of the Christian community is based on Philippians 2:6–11.
Also known as “The Christ Hymn” by biblical scholars, this passage is prayed weekly in the
Liturgy of the Hours. It serves as the second reading for Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion
and it underscores Jesus’ passion, death, and resurrection in the overall framework of God’s
eschatological design.

The refrain, “Jesus Christ Is Lord,” is the climax of Saint Paul’s rendering of this hymn. This
setting was composed for the assembly to own the four words, and they can easily sing it
from memory with great devotion. The verses may be sung by a soloist or choir, but the
assembly may eventually want to sing them as well.

Instrumentalists should take care not to rush the song. Play it prayerfully and with respect
for the natural rhythm of the powerful words. 

The crescendo-diminuendo dynamics of the refrain are important. As an optional ending after
the final verse, sing the refrain several times in harmony. I recommend building its intensity
and then softening to an a cappella finish.

—Ken Canedo
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Text © 1998, 2004, OCP. All rights reserved. Music © 2004, 2008, Ken Canedo. 
Published by spiritandsong.com®, a division of OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

*Optional ending.

Jesus Christ Is Lord
(Guitar/Vocal)

(Guitar/Vocal)

Based on Philippians 2:6–11 Ken Canedo
Choral arrangement by Craig Kingsbury
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Assembly Edition
JESUS CHRIST IS LORD

Ken Canedo

Text: Based on Philippians 2:6–11, © 1998, 2004, OCP. All rights reserved. Music © 2004, Ken Canedo. 
Published by spiritandsong.com®, a division of OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

We are pleased to grant permission to reprint the assembly edition enclosed in the box at no charge 
for the special celebrations of ordination, religious profession, first Mass or funeral. Reprints must include
title, composer’s name and full copyright notice as it appears above. If not kept as a souvenir, copies must be
destroyed after use. For all other uses please contact: OCP Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.
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