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LITANY OF PEACE (Keyboard/Choral), cont. (2)
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LITANY OF PEACE (Keyboard/Choral), cont. (3)
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LITANY OF PEACE (Keyboard/Choral), cont. (4)
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Litany of Peace
(Guitar/Vocal)

Dan Schutte
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Litany of Peace
Originally composed as a processional for an interfaith prayer service, this litany

is a prayer for peace. Rather than expecting God to bring that about, we are asking
that we may be God’s peace to the world. By bringing peace into our own souls, we
become God’s peacemakers. We allow God to do the peace work in us first, so that
we can bring peace to others.

As with any litany, the challenge is to keep the piece moving by adding and
changing the choral and instrumental elements. The supporting choral parts change
and build every four verses or so. If you listen to the recording, you will hear new
instrumental colors introduced every two verses: hand drum, triangle, cymbal and
handbells. You will also notice that using male and female cantors adds an element
of variety. 

Although there is a very slight rubato at the end of each two-measure unit, the
tempo of the litany is steady and unchanging. This is part of what gives the
repetitive, mantra-like effect to this kind of prayer. 

Litanies are wonderful pieces for processions. They don’t require people to carry
music, and they establish a tempo for moving and walking. They can be sung 
a cappella or be accompanied by guitar and portable percussion instruments. This
piece would fit well for a reconciliation service, prayer service for peace or as a
retreat prayer.

Parts for Handbells and Hand Drum (edition 70593-Z3) are available online. Visit ocp.org.
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