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HOW CAN I REPAY (Keyboard/Choral), cont. (2)
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HOW CAN I REPAY (Keyboard/Choral), cont. (3)
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HOW CAN I REPAY (Keyboard/Choral), cont. (4)

&

?

&

?

b

b

b

b

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

˙ œ
œ

dry
dear
raise
rest

whis -
ev -
to
me
of

per
’ry
your
from
my

my

˙
œ œ œ

˙ œ
œ

œ
œ

Gm

˙
˙

˙
˙

˙

F/A

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

˙ ˙

w

tear.
heart.
death.
days.

name.

w

w

w

Gm/B b

˙
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

˙

w

D.S.

D.S.

∑

∑

w

Csus4

.œ

J

œ ˙
˙

C

œ

œ

.˙

˙

˙



How Can I Repay
(Guitar/Vocal)

Dan Schutte
Based on Psalm 116 Descant by Gerard Chiusano
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HOW CAN I REPAY (Guitar/Vocal), cont. (2)
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7

How Can I Repay
Based on Psalm 116, this piece has a simple refrain-verse form. It is essentially a

song of gratitude to God for the many ways the Lord has blessed and protected us.
The verses detail the wonderful things God has done and continues to do for us.

This piece is straightforward and the accompaniment works well with either
piano or guitar. If guitar is used, in order to match the mood of the piece, a
fingerpicking pattern is preferred over strumming. 

Although there are SAB parts, a cantor could sing the verses. Careful articulation
of the words is crucial when the assembly is not singing but, rather, praying as the
songs are sung. If people cannot understand the words, it makes it almost
impossible for them to enter into the prayer. The SAB harmony on the refrains can
effectively give support and interest to the assembly singing. A descant is included
that can be added for the final refrain to add interest once the assembly is singing
confidently.

The most obvious use for this piece is as a responsorial psalm on Holy Thursday.
Additionally, because of their simple refrains, psalms can be very effective for the
Communion procession, when people are not likely to carry books as they walk. It
would be ideal for a Thanksgiving liturgy or funeral liturgy.

Parts for Flute and Oboe (edition 70594-Z3) are available online. Visit ocp.org.
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