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Performance Notes
“O Sanctissima” is a beloved Marian hymn with Sicilian origins. First published in 1794, it is also
identified as a German hymn tune, O DU FRÖHLICHE. A childhood favorite of mine, I had lamented
that today’s children are not familiar with this classic hymn. This new arrangement will hopefully
unite all generations in song as they honor Mary.

The “roadmap” of this arrangement may be a little confusing, but the concept is very simple: the
Magnificat is sung as a counter-harmony on top of Verses 3 and 4. This harmony is connected to
the verses by a bridge that is sung after Verse 2 and before Verse 5. This chart will explain it
better (please note the designation of “Hymn Verses” and “Magnificat Verses.”):

Hymn Verses 1 and 2: Assembly
Magnificat Verse 1 (bridge): Cantor or Choir
Hymn Verse 3: Assembly, with Cantor or Choir singing Magnificat Verse 2 on top
Hymn Verse 4: Assembly, with Cantor or Choir singing Magnificat Verse 3 on top
Magnificat Verse 4 (bridge): Cantor or Choir
Hymn Verse 5: Assembly, with Choir harmony

Although the assembly could certainly sing the bridges (Magnificat Verses 1 and 4), it will
probably be less confusing if they just sing the Hymn Verses. The recording from Never Too Young
will give a clear picture of this arrangement.

This hymn should be sung from the heart with great devotion. Dynamics are at the discretion of
the choir director; I suggest that Verse 5 be sung almost pianissimo. The pianist would do well to
give the song a light touch, with special attention to Verse 5’s dynamic marking: delicately.

I would like to give special thanks to Fr. Harry Hagan, OSB, for his beautiful translation of the
text. Ad Jesum per Mariam.

—Ken Canedo
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Magnificat Verses 2, 3: sung by the choir over Hymn Verses 3, 4

2. God looks with favor on his lowly servant,
    and from this day all will call me blest.
    Great things he’s done for me.
    His name is holy.
    Mercy, mercy on God’s people.
3. He has shown power, he has cast down the mighty.
    He has lifted the lowly.
    He feeds the hungry.
    The rich go empty.
    Mercy, mercy on God’s people.


