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INTRO  With strong, steady movement (q = ca. 80)
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Composer Notes
This song was written to celebrate the work and ministry of a hospital, but it could also be
used in many other contexts, liturgical or not, that have as their focus our asking God for both
healing and encouragement. Mary’s presence at critical moments in the life of Jesus and the
Church (Bethlehem, Calvary, the upper room at Pentecost) is both evoked and recognized in
the verses.

Various performance models for the song are envisioned. At its simplest, it can be sung in
unison, with or without a cantor for the verses, and accompanied by either keyboard or guitar.
Additional parts are provided for violin, a solo instrument in C (on the recording this was
played on a penny whistle, but any other treble instrument would also work), and an obbligato
guitar part. Parts for SATB and descant are also provided. All these options can be mixed and
matched according to the needs of the occasion.

—Christopher Willcock
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