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This song is based on a Scripture passage that is not often used for Easter, though the passage
is the entrance antiphon for the Mass during the day on Easter Sunday: “Resurréxi, et adhuc
tecum sum, allelúia…” (“I have arisen and am still with you, alleluia.”) Great writers from
Henri le Saux, OSB, (1910–1973) to Pope Benedict XVI have commented on the use of
Psalm 139 to explain the mystical meaning of the Resurrection. When Jesus rises from the
dead, he finds that death has not annihilated him. He is still there and so is the Father, both in a
whole new glorious relationship.

The second and fourth lines of the refrain, “here at my side” and “your right hand,” are
repeated as litanic answers to the verses and can easily be taught to the assembly. Trying to
sing this piece a cappella is worth the risk, perhaps in the early morning as the first piece of
music to break the long musical fast of Lent.

—Cyprian Consiglio
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Text: Based on Psalm 139. Text and music © 2006, Cyprian Consiglio, OSB Cam. 
Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
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