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for ValLimar and Frank Jansen

Assembly, SATB Choir, Keyboard, and Guitar

Sydney Carter, 1915–2004
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Composer Notes
This song by the late Sydney Carter (1915–2004) is a retelling of the days leading to the death of
Jesus. It was arranged for the 2005 East Coast Conference on the advice of Rita Farone, the gifted
theologian/liturgist who worked with me in designing an event for the conference.

The recorded arrangement features choral interludes, haunting Dobro, the vocal genius of ValLimar
Jansen, and the heart-felt sax of Paul Melly. One could perform this arrangement with only guitar or
piano, or even on the organ, especially if an additional instrument (such as guitar/piano) provided some
articulation. The important element is a slow tempo, which allows the story to be heard. 

The arrangement for solo and choir fits the folk medium, but the assembly could easily sing the stanzas
as well.

—Tom Kendzia


