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Composer Notes

The text for “Abide, O Spirit of Life” is adapted by the catechist and author Bill Huebsch
from a prayer attributed to St. Isidore of Seville. According to Huebsch, the prayer was

used for church councils in Seville (7th century), and before each session of Vatican I
(1869-70) and each meeting of Vatican II.

Presented here in a setting designed for confirmation, the arrangement includes band, sax,
and vocal improvisation, all of which make this contemporary setting of a 1,400-year-old
prayer come very much alive today—for youth and for the young of heart! As with all of
the music found in the collection Endless Is Your Love, simpler resources can work as well.

The dotted rhythm is the key to keeping the song together and fresh. [This is really a rock
song in the style of Tom Petty!] Use it as a song for dismissal at a youth mass or any
situation needing an upbeat “song of the Spirit” for the assembly and a band.

—Tom Kendzia
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