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Music: Jean Sibelius, 1865–1957.

*Play cue notes in Intro if clarinet is not available.
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FINLANDIA, 11 10 11 10 11 10

Janèt Sullivan Whitaker Arranged by Janèt Sullivan Whitaker
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Composer Notes
Jean Sibelius’ FINLANDIA easily ranks among the most beloved hymn tunes of all time. It
seemed to me an ideal vehicle for the noble (and global) sacredness of the song of Mary we
know as the Magnificat. This hymn is very useful on occasions where people from many
backgrounds celebrate evening prayer.

Here is a setting of the canticle that can be sung with confident fervor by nearly everyone
present. I saw no need to rework the time-honored choral harmonization, so I simply added an
original introduction, text, clarinet obbligato, and soprano descant. This allows for the
adaptation of this canticle to every conceivable scale: from the hushed a cappella intimacy of
a small faith community to the splendor of the grandest cathedral and its assembly of
hundreds.

The universality of FINLANDIA marries well to the words of our Mother’s unending song of
praise to God for his liberating covenant of mercy and justice.

—Janèt Sullivan Whitaker
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Assembly Edition
MAGNIFICAT

FINLANDIA

Text: 11 10 11 10 11 10; © 2006, Janèt Sullivan Whitaker. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Music: Jean Sibelius, 1865–1957.

We are pleased to grant permission to reprint the assembly edition enclosed in the box at no charge 
for the special celebrations of ordination, religious profession, first Mass or funeral. Reprints must include
title, composer’s name and full copyright notice as it appears above. If not kept as a souvenir, copies must
be destroyed after use. For all other uses please contact: OCP Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.
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