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*Chrism Mass Verse.

Christ before Us
SUO GAN, 87 87 D, Welsh Melody

Arranged by Janèt Sullivan Whitaker
Janèt Sullivan Whitaker Keyboard accompaniment by Mark J. Sullivan
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Christ before Us

Composer Notes

This beautiful melody gained popularity when James Rainbird and the Ambrosian Junior Choir
performed it on the soundtrack of the Steven Spielberg film Empire of the Sun. In the film, the
song is lipsynched by a thirteen-year-old Christian Bale.

The much older original tune is that of the Welsh lullaby “Suo Gân.” The text is one that can be
sung for a variety of occasions, and the tune is sufficiently familiar as to invite instant
participation when the assembly includes people from diverse liturgical backgrounds. This
adaptation includes a verse suitable for use at the Chrism Mass.

—Janèt Sullivan Whitaker
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Text and music arrangement © 1990, Janèt Sullivan Whitaker.
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*Chrism Mass Verse.

Christ before Us
(Guitar/Vocal)

SUO GAN, 87 87 D, Welsh Melody
Janèt Sullivan Whitaker Arranged by Janèt Sullivan Whitaker
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Assembly Edition
CHRIST BEFORE US

Traditional Welsh Melody: Suo Gân

Text © 1990, Janèt Sullivan Whitaker. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

We are pleased to grant permission to reprint the assembly edition enclosed in the box at no charge
for the special celebrations of ordination, religious profession, first Mass or funeral. Reprints must include
title, composer’s name and full copyright notice as it appears above. If not kept as a souvenir, copies must
be destroyed after use. For all other uses please contact: OCP Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.
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