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*Alternative text when sung after dark.



NOW THE DAY HAS DRAWN TO ENDING (Keyboard/Choral), cont. (2)
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Now the Day Has Drawn to Ending
(Guitar/Vocal)
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Composer Notes
Now the Day Has Drawn to Ending
This piece had an unusual genesis. It was written as a demonstration of the power of human
memory, for a parish workshop in East Finchley, North London. I first got people to repeat the
words of the first verse; then sang them the tune and got them to repeat it; and finally put the two
together. As expected, it is much easier to remember the words when you have a tune to sing them
to; and it showed the participants, many of them elderly, that you can commit something to
memory quite quickly, a phenomenon known to some as “the publisher’s nightmare.” The hymn
was then sung at Evening Prayer, with the people, at last, being given the whole text. 

The further you live from the equator, the greater the time of sunset will vary. The original words
of stanza two, line one, were “in the darkness that surrounds us.” They can be substituted if it is
appropriate.

—Stephen Dean

Assembly Edition

We are pleased to grant permission to reprint the assembly edition enclosed in the box at no charge 
for the special celebrations of ordination, religious profession, first Mass or funeral. Reprints must include
title, composer’s name and full copyright notice as it appears above. If not kept as a souvenir, copies must
be destroyed after use. For all other uses please contact: OCP Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.

NOW THE DAY HAS DRAWN TO ENDING

EAST FINCHLEY

*Alternative text

Text: 87 87. Text and music © 2006, Stephen Dean. 
Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
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