
SEND FORTH YOUR SPIRIT
Based on Psalm 104 Andrew Wright
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COMPOSER NOTES
Send Forth Your Spirit (Psalm 104) speaks powerfully about the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives
and in our world. The work of the Holy Spirit is at the heart of human life, growth and development
in the threefold elements of human life—body, mind and spirit.

In the Rites of Christian Initiation, those who choose to follow Christ commit themselves to a life of
love—they die to their old selves in the waters of baptism, are sealed with the Holy Spirit in
Confirmation so their lives may give off the “aroma of Christ” and eat and drink of the Lord’s own
sacrifice through the Eucharist.

This setting for two-part equal voice combination and keyboard accompaniment may be sung as
the Responsorial Psalm or alternatively as a short and simple anthem during the Easter season or at
Pentecost. The piece should be sung lightly and with a strong sense of movement to heighten the
text. If accompanied on the organ, the registration similarly needs to be light and also bright in
sonority with attention to the dynamics written. Phrase markings for the accompaniment are also
indicated.

The setting would also be possible for children’s choir, with the easy (optional) second part
deliberately reflecting the first in the way young singers prefer. In terms of phrasing, the refrain works
especially well sung two measures to a breath.

—Andrew Wright
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