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INTRO  Quiet, not too slow (h = 50)
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O Silence

Composer’s Notes
O Silence is a contemplation of the mysterious, transcendental God who yet touches us
intimately. Benedictine Sister Genevieve Glen’s text uses paradoxical metaphors to
express this: silence which somehow is filled with word and song, fire which does not
burn things up, light which is also dark. My musical setting is very simple, reflecting this
mystery. It can be used for prayer services, Benediction, adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, Evening Prayer, reconciliation services, Masses during Advent or especially
Lent, and also during retreats. Adding the oboe brings a still deeper dimension to the piece.

—John Foley, S.J.
Saint Louis University
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