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INTRO With great freedom (q = ca. 66)
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Composer Notes
The music of Behold, before Our Wondering Eyes is like a mini-discourse on the history of chant.
Verse 1 is an example of plain chant. Verse 2 adds the intervals of the lower fourth and octave in
parallel organum. Verse 3 adds the third (lower sixth) creating a triadic harmony. And Verse 4 is an
example of free harmony, more common in modern chant settings. The “Amen” returns to 16th
century counterpoint for a modal ending.

The singing and conducting of chant is a subtle art. Musicians approaching this work should listen
to its performance on the compact disc, or to other recordings of Gregorian chant, and attempt to
duplicate the dynamic and rhythmic nuance. Remember, chant is sung by phrase, not by meter or
note duration. Let the text be your guide.

—Barney Walker and Gael Berberick

Behold, before Our Wondering Eyes
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