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*Verse 2 chord inversions support the choral parts.

Comfort, Comfort, O My People
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Performance Notes

Comfort, Comfort, O My People is a beloved passage from scripture, set to a well-known
hymn tune. Chapter 40 begins the second section of Isaiah, “The Book of the Consolation
of Israel,” as it is called in the New Jerusalem Bible. Written near the end of the exile of Israel,
these passages were meant as an encouragement to those who were preparing to return
to Jerusalem. Notice also the foreshadowing of the prophet John, the “one who’s crying in the
desert far and near.”

This passage is proclaimed on the second Sunday of Advent in Year B, but the piece is certainly
also appropriate for the second and third Sundays of Advent in every year, when the gospel
passages refer to John the Baptist.

Regarding the music, I have found that assemblies sometimes have a hard time understanding and
singing the original dance rhythm of this hymn. Therefore, I have “straightened” the rhythm,
placing the tune in a consistent 3/4 meter.

— Gerard Chiusano

Comfort, Comfort, O My People
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for Pamela Rauscher, Ph.D.

(Guitar/Vocal)
GENEVA 42,87 87 77 88
Based on Isaiah 40:1-8 Claude Goudimel (1514-1572)
Johann G. Olearius (1611-1684); Genevan Psalter, 1551
Translated by Catherine Winkworth, (1827-1878), alt. Arranged by Gerard Chiusano
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